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| © enumerate the various methods by whiter men of leifure and I 
3 | ſpeculation have &ffayed to cultivate the public underſtanding 


| and taſte, or to trace literature through all the yarious forms in which 
"it bas tried to gain general attention, would at once an endleſs ang 
a faſtidioug talk. 
Adftra® truths have, as it were, been clothed with a body, that 
by the drapery of narrative and allegory, they might be more effec- 
= Wy recommended to our notice, and more agreeably inculcated. 
The ſereral topics of ary and of ſojence have begn arranged in a ſyſte; : 3 | 
matic order, and volumes profeſſedly written upon each. But the 
taſte for novelty ftill demanded various gratification. Hence appear: | . 
1 | ed unconneRed miſcellanies, and detached «ſays, that were level to 
the meaneſi capacities: But theſe periodical effuſions of genius and 
learning, were, on that account, generally too flimſy and ſuperficial | : | 
either to attract or deſerve the attention of cultivated minds. | | 
To exhibit art and ſcience in all their extent and luftre, it was at | 
laſt thought neceſſary to reunite the detached parts in one work, 
55 their relations one to apother and to the ge- 
x neral ſyſtem of which they are conſtituents, might be more clearly 
nd obvioull percciyed. With TT intentign, Diionaries of Arts 


ay | to Thee proper 3 huddled together as the 
2 order of the letters which conſtitute their technical names determine, 
ſuch a work ſhould rather be called a book of ſhreds and patches, oy 


than a DiQtonary of Arts and Sciences. eee . 
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. | hat GuyredſGning facultics are capable ot mne n progres a | 
all. At the ſame time, it muſt be confeſſed, chat chere is ſome in- 1 
ſyſtem wheri we only want to eonſult a particular to pie. ba: 
2 To avoid theſe diſagreeable extremes, the e 4 | IT 5 $ : 
ro PRADA Bairaxnica hase endeavoured to give a oompendious, et | 
clear and ſatisfactory, account of each particular Scrzxce'or Aur, 
under its proper denomination ; whilſt the ſubordinate Articles in each 
are likewiſe explained under their technical terms. Thus the ſyſe- 
matic reader will be fully and regularly informed by turning to the : ; 
who, already acquainted with the whole, wiſhes only to conſult parti- 1 

 eular branches, or others who are willing to content themſelves witng 
partial and detached views of things, will find them illuſtrated under = 

their reſpective denominations; references, however, being occaſion · _—_ 
| ally added, directm̃g to the ſection or page of the regular ſyſtem | = 

| 1 | where they are more fully diſcuſſed As to the articles of Miſcellas .. 1 

neous L1TERATURE, and other ſubjects which are independent of 1 
particular ſyſtems; theſe admit of, and have reccived, a full and com- = 

. plete illuftration as they ſtand. VVV | = 

S To. ie a taſk fo arduous and. important, neither. labour = _ 

. compared. Such an could be abrid- _ 

ged without diſadvantage, have been. epitomised with all poſſible 1 

eare: others, who were more conciſe and tengcions ↄf tligir ſubjeftts, cM 

have been miore.cloſely purſued and more faithfully. retained. When 

topics have been obſcurely or imperfectly treated, the utmoſt endea- 1 8 

e ſcience as dhe Compilers have, not fond properly Mage b 0 a © 
l | other authors, original Alas are inſerted. . Nor do cheſe amount to = 
, an inconſidetable number. F N att 26 DET i x 3 5 A 

TDL.ao0o each partiqularart dene, Hiſtory eb One, Progreſs, 1 

aud Revolutioe, is prefixeds/ ſo far as theſe; chu be-collefed from * Þ 

Mins or from. other thors e eee eee r 

ally treated. CCC 1 = 
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| from intuitive truths, or from principles previouſly diſcovered. But 
| wherever ſuch u ſeries has been left interrupted, and where it appears 
| impoſſible fromthe labours of others to ſupply that deficiency, the 


| Improvements. Yet, through the whole of ths department, bern 
Pran A number of probebl olutons not commonty 
met with have been offered to the public attention. 

| After ſurveying any ſubject, it vill be found equally uſeful and 
eminent Perfons us have cither invented, cultivated, or improved, the 
particular art or ſcience in which our attention has been recently | 
engaged. This has induced the Compilers to enrich the Excycio- 
»zvdia Barrannica with a new department, which is not to be 
found in any other collection of the ſame kind, except the French = 


Encyclopedie. Of all hiſtorical purfuits, Biostar is perhaps the 
moſt delightful and in ive. les tendency to Muſtrate particular | 


paſſages in general hiſtory, and to diffuſe new light through the arts 
and ſciences in which the perſons whoſe lives are related were em- 


ployed, is too chvious to require explication. Beſides, it exhibits | 
| the human character in all poſſible forms and ſituations. It nor wal 


ha Q s h * * 2 ; 1 d in iaf. tr es and diff lei ; by what 


| means: they'were extricated 3 or with what degree of fortitude and 
Wes amet diſcharged the various functions, or ſuſtained the 
of x chequered and fluQuating life. For theſe 
K 
biographical labour of Plutarch among the moſt valuable remains of 
antiquity. The Lives and Characters, therefore, of ſuch Perſonages 
28 have either excelled in the arts of war or of peace, of ſuch as have 
either diſtinguiſhed themſelvesin the theatre of action or in the receſs 
2 e e e . 
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performed, there is a natural and neceſſary connection. The character 
of the warrior is connected with the fields of his battles, as that of 


the legiſlator with the countries he civilized, and that of the traveller 
and Pte Hl with the OP aeg Even- ne we read 
| know ſomething of the Puaczs here thoſe tranſaQtions have paſſed: 
This curioſity, ſo natural and laudable, has frequently been felt by the = 
Compilers of this work: Aud, in onder to gratify a defire {6 uſchif 
graphy, they have ſubjoined to the name of each particular place, an 
Account of its Situation, its Climate, its Soil, its Peculiarities, its 
| Inhabitants, its Revolutions, Laws, and Government, with whatever | 


elſe appeared neceſſary for the reader 1 


in a work of ſuch variety and extent. . e 


ene Hf ae, 
the Reader will be Ned ee ens | 


Beſides the intereſting de 


His roar, ancient and modern, in all 1 its branches. The Hi 
England and of Scotland will be p rl: 


as to aufer all the purpoſes of information and amuſement to thoſe 


who have not leiſure to peruſe voluminous narrations. Of different 
Empires, Kingdoms, and States, with whatever is peculiar ta each, 


as well as general hiſtory, will be given 


a circumſtantial « tion 
under their ere ng names.—The important articles of Eccsz21as- 


TICAL and. Natura Hiſtory have oo ID 
and it is preſumed that the latter will be found, more fully, mne ac» 
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gratitude or. the 'curiofity of their readers Yet,” that all poſſible 


means of improvement may be put in the power of ſuch as wiſh to 


eultivate their talte or their genius, 3 liſt of thoſe authors who! have 
a 1 15 1 | ; been 
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0-41] | | 
been moſt | Signed nal Wes 00 in the dus Jepurtment/'of 

arm or ſcience will be added. It will eafily occur to the reader, that 
will be enabled to conſult each particular author in his own province; 

But ſo much pains have been taken to ſelect and extract from each 
whatever is valuable, that it is hoped the neceſſity of this reſearch 
Vll be in a great meaſure ſuperſeded. From the catalogue propoſed 
to be given; it muſt appear what a conſiderable and extenſive library 

would be required to afford ſo much knowledge as this work con- 

tains, and what an immenſe. diſparity there is between the expence 

nm D 
W 


( 


. - 
: "© N rr * 2 0 * 1 x 
5 & * F 4 &.. + * ; = 0 133 5 N * 


2 * = r 2 
1 : : E..- 8 
\ ol ö . + He & 70 . A — 44 LS + ; S * 4 : Fo a 35 > 


Bs was we "A of the Exc rer or bia Burbkabick, lately 
executed in ten vols 4to.— The utility and importance of a Work | 
{6 various and extenſive, were obvious: A work, comprehending 4 
every branch of knowledge; every topic that can intereſt the mind, 
whether in the walks of ſcience and literature, or relative to the arts 
and ceconomy of life; affording, in ſhort, an univerſal fund of uſeful 
inſtruction and rational entertainment on every fubject, and accom- 
modated to readers of every claſs. It was accordingly patroniſed in 
Scotland by a ſubſcription, not only ſuperior” to what could have q 
Fo 00 e 2 PII eee ee = | 
cation of ſuch magnitude and price. 
As ſoon as the Work was finiſhed, it was 6 lu 
; wheus an improved edition of Chambers Cyclopzdia had been 5 
„ | Publiſhing.in numbers for ſome. years, and was then juſt completed. 
5 circumitance, however enen ) 
was diſpol ed of at an advanced price; and when copies were accidental: a 
1 met with for ſale, they have been purchaſed at double the price 
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A NEW EDITION, (being the d), 


„ us in the ou, a 
Lag rain: 


The Week e lod diesen of A 


i Science, and of Literature, but univerſally as 2 vehicle of every ſpe⸗ 8 
cies of uſeful information that could be digeſted under a determinate - 


title: And this defign will be found till more extenſively me. 
ted i in the edition now offered to the Public. 

The Errors of former editions have been carefully correfied, and 
the Omiſſions have alſo been ſupplied. Very conſiderable Alterations 
and Improvements will appear in every department; with many. thou- 


ſand Additional Articles, drawn from the moſt recent and approved 


ſources, —The articles of Aftronomy, Chemiſtry, Grammar, Medi- 
cine, Metaphyſics, Natural Hiſtory, and moſt ather parts of Na. 


tural and Experimental Philoſophy, will, with other Sciences, un- 


dergo the neceſſary reformation, and receive eyery augmentation 
compatible with the nature of the work, The department of Hiſtory 
will be brought down to the lateſt epochs, and that of Biography to 


the preſent day ; the Deſcription” of Countries, Cities, People, 


c. will be correQed or enlarged from ſubſequent obſervations ; and 
* the Literary and Miſcellaneous Articles receive every ipprovenient 
that can render them pleaſing and inſtructivdee. 

The Compilers, therefore, flatter themſelves, 3 ay 
Jabours i in a work of ſuch general utility and 1 importance Will anſwer the 
purpoſes intended, and render this 1MPROVED EDITION worthy the 
Royal Sanction and the public ſupport. Beſides the knowledge they | 
have themſelves acquired in the courſe of near twenty years, principal- 
1 devoted to the intereſts of this publication, they have had the ad- 
Vantage of ſeeing what every writer has ſaid on every ſubject; and, by 
Aa compariſon « of ancient with modern theories, they have been enabled 
to reject what obſervation. and experience demonſtrated to be er- 
roneous, to retain all that is excellent in each, and to enrich the 
whole by the addition of the lateſt and moſt intereſting diſcoveries. 
It, however, they ſhould not have reached, in every inftance, the 
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= - at ties wed ene. And when it is remembered, 4 | 
_ | | our attainments of knowledge are progreſſive — that philoſophical re- 5 
| ſearches may ſtill diſcover ſomething which might be adrantageouſly | 
added to the fabrie of ſcience, —it is preſumed: that every defect 
will be candidly attributed to the nature of the undertaking itſelf, 
rather than to want of diligence in collecting, of to remiſſueſs in ar- 
FEE 
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= | |  _ tions, to the taſte and opulence of the Britiſh Nation: The paper will be ſu- 


pearance. | 
A 1. le will be ses in weekly nambers, nt ove ſhilling i Seat 
=_ cation will be continyed with all poſſible regularity. 
3 | I11. Each number will contain forty pages of letter-preſa, cloſely printed and, 
| from a view of the materials as now arranged, it is ſuppoſed the whole might 
de compriſed in two hundred and forty numbers, or twelve volumes in guerio ; 
kot whether, ar how far, theſe limits may be eventually exceeded, muſt depend 
|  wpon the number and value of the literary productions and ſcientific diſcoveries 
ts | won Sth eee ived, during 
| TITLE Tas 0 8s wkdamy Ki w 76 
hues, or in Helf-yolume;, as publiſhed ; it being propoſed to deliver the Vo- 1 
| Jumes (like thoſe of the Philoſophical TranſaQions) in Parts, price Halſ-g- - | } ; 
x 755 - guines each in boards, or One Guinea for the Volume complete. LE 5 
4 | V. ln the courſe of publication wil be delivered gratis, upwards | of three hun- 7 
= 5 | . dred and fixty Copperplates ; one hundred of which, comprehending a variety 
i " of additional fubjeds, will be newly engraved; and the whole, which by fr 
. . ee eee e eee Abbe „ 
: | v.. At the loſe of the publication will be delivered, An elegant Frontiſiece / 
- the Dedication, Preface, and proper Title-pages for the different volumes. 3 x 
Mn. From. a view of the Materials as arranged before printing, os 
_ judged chat the whole might be compriſed in 240 Numbers, as mentioned | 
in the 3d of the above conditions: But a conſiderable, part of the Work 3 
being now printed, it appears probable, COND . 3 
e ee eee ee 15 Volumes in quarto. 8 4 
8 — — — — ͤ— 
&7 EDINBURGH: Printed for A. Bx LL and C. Macranqgnan. | 
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